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RAPE  IS  A  VIOLENT  CRIME  - 
EVERYONE  IS  A  POTENTIAL  VICTIM 


The  Sexual  Assault  Unit  includes  six 
female  professionals.  Our  female 
investigators  assist  local  police  and  are 
frequently  the  first  to  respond  when  a  call 
comes  in.  An  Assistant  District  Attorney  is 
assigned  to  prosecute  sexual  assault  cases. 
Three  female  counselors  are  available  and 
may  be  called  immediately  after  an  assault  to 
help  the  victim.  Counselors  also  act  as  court 
advocates  for  the  victim  and  family  to  ease 
the  journey  through  the  judicial  system.  Staff 
members  also  do  public  speaking  to  dispel 
myths  about  rape,  provide  information  about 
the  prevention  of  assaults  and  discuss 
attitudes  which  victimize  and  stigmatize 
people  who  have  been  assaulted.  The  unit 
educator  designs  and  implements  programs 
for  schools,  community  organizations, 
professional  agencies  and  other  organizations 
that  are  involved  in  the  delivery  of  services  to 
victims  and  their  families. 


WHY  ARE  VICTIMS  RELUCTANT 
TO  REPORT  A  SEXUAL  ASSAULT? 

There  are  several  reasons.  These  are  some 
of  the  more  common: 

•  Embarrassment  and  shame. 

•  Lack  of  knowledge  about  what  to  do. 

•  Fear  that  they  will  not  be  believed. 

•  Fear  that  their  families,  spouse,  and/or 
friends  will  not  understand. 

•  Fear  of  breaking  up  the  family. 

•  Fear  of  going  to  court. 

•  Feelings  of  guilt  about  the  activity. 

•  Reluctance  to  speak  to  a  man. 

•  Fear  that  the  assailant  will  take  revenge. 

•  Distrust  of  the  authorities. 

•  Desire  to  forget  the  whole  incident. 


ARE  SEXUAL  ASSAULTS  REALLY  A 
PROBLEM  IN  NORFOLK  COUNTY? 


In  1985,  the  Norfolk  County  Sexual 
Assault  Unit  assisted  in  over  400  cases  of 
sexual  assault.  Over  half  of  these  cases 
involved  children  under  the  age  of  16.  If  only 
50%  of  all  assaults  are  reported,  it  is  safe  to 
assume  that  approximately  one  assault  occurs 
daily  in  the  county. 


WHAT  CAN  YOU  DO? 


You  can  make  our  work  more  effective  by: 

•  Demanding  increased  community  safety 
measures  such  as  increased  street  lighting 
and  police  protection. 

•  Demanding  increased  training  for  police 
and  emergency  medical  personnel  in 
handling  sexual  assault  cases. 

•  Supporting  legislation  aimed  at  preventing 
sexual  assault,  aiding  victims,  facilitating 
prosecution  of  assailants  and  mandating 
training  for  police  personnel. 

•  Supporting  education  within  the 
community. 

•  Reporting  sexual  assault  cases  to  the 
Norfolk  County  Sexual  Assault  Unit. 


TAKE  PERSONAL  PRECAUTIONS  TO 
REDUCE  YOUR  CHANCES  OF  BEING 
VICTIMIZED. 

•  Avoid  unlit,  unpopulated  areas. 

•  Use  deadbolt  locks. 

•  Keep  entrances  well  lit. 

•  Avoid  doorways  and  shrubbery  when 
walking. 

•  Don't  give  out  personal  information  freely. 

•  Don't  allow  strangers  in  your  home  or  car. 

•  Don't  hitchhike. 

•  Report  any  suspicious  activity. 

•  If  you  suspect  danger,  yell  "fire"  This  will 
attract  people. 

•  Most  important,  realize  you  can  be  a 
victim  and  use  your  common  sense. 


IF  YOU  ARE  ASSAULTED: 


•  CALL  our  EMERGENCY  NUMBER 
326-1111  or  your  local  police. 

•  DO  NOT  bathe,  douche,  change  your 
clothes  or  straighten  up  in  any  way. 

•  DO  NOT  throw  away  any  valuable 
evidence  or  alter  the  scene  of  the  crime. 

•  HAVE  a  medical  examination  to  determine 
any  physical  injuries,  gather  evidence  for 
prosecution,  and  receive  preventive 
treatment  for  venereal  disease. 


NORFOLK  COUNTY 
POLICE  DEPARTMENTS 


AVON 

583-6565 

BRAINTREE 

843-1212 

BROOKLINE 

734-1212 

CANTON 

828-1212 

COHASSET 

383-1212 

DEDHAM 

326-1212 

DOVER 

785-1130 

FOXBORO 

543-5304 

FRANKLIN 

528-1212 

HOLBROOK 

767-1212 

MEDFIELD 

359-2315 

MEDWAY 

533-8211 

MILLIS 

376-5112 

MILTON 

698-1212 

NEEDHAM 

444-1212 

NORFOLK 

528-3232 

NORWOOD 

762-1212 

PLAINVILLE 

695-7115 

QUINCY 

479-1212 

RANDOLPH 

963-3456 

SHARON 

784-3535 

STOUGHTON 

344-2424 

WAT  POT  F 

(LfLQ  191? 

WELLESLEY 

235-1212 

WESTWOOD 

326-1903 

WEYMOUTH 

335-1212 

WRENTHAM 

384-2121 

HOSPITALS 

BETH  ISRAEL 

735-2000 

CARDINAL  CUSHING 

588-4000 

GLOVER  MEMORIAL 

444-5600 

GODDARD 

344-5100 

LEONARD  MORSE 

653-3400 

MILFORD 

473-1190 

NEWTON- WELLESLEY 

964-2800 

NORWOOD 

769-4000 

QUINCY  CITY 

773-6100 

SOUTH  SHORE 

337-7011 

STURDY  MEMORIAL 

222-5200 

NORFOLK  COUNTY 
SEXUAL  ASSAULT  UNIT 
EMERGENCY  NUMBER:  326-1111 


BUSINESS  NUMBER: 


329-5440 


